


















Inspired by…Walter Anderson by Kirby Meng 
Kirby.Meng@henry.k12.ga.us 

Grade Level: Second – Second grade students are supposed to study symbols, not always an easy concept 
for them. My classes really learned the 7 symbols used by Anderson and I think it may be one of the things 
they most remember!  
Overview/Concepts: After looking at and discussing block prints by Walter Anderson depicting animals, 
students will create their own unique stylized animal design, emphasizing line, pattern, texture, movement 
and color. Students will focus on symbols and motifs used by Anderson in his work and use the same 
symbols in their own picture. 
Resources:  Walter Anderson Prints.  
Materials: 12 X 18 tag board, pencil, eraser, Sharpie pens, Cake Tempera, scissors, colored construction 
paper. 
Essential Questions: Does your artwork emphasize line, color, texture, pattern/repetition and movement? 
How did Walter Anderson’s environment influence the type of artwork he created?  How did he create 
rhythm and movement in his work? What types of symbols did Anderson use? What about you?  
Procedures:  35-minute classes 
Day One 

1. Look at and discuss Walter Anderson’s work. Give students some background on Anderson’s life. 
Discuss how his environment influenced his art. Have students identify and name, line, shape, color, 
pattern, texture, rhythm and movement in his work.   

2. Have students choose an animal they would like to draw from the pictures available. While we can’t 
draw “real” animals, we can get as close as possible by drawing from photos of animals.  

Day Two 
1. Discuss the motifs in Anderson’s work, the 7 motifs that appear throughout history.  
2. Have students draw the animal they chose large on their page.  
3. Have students use the 7 motifs to achieve pattern and movement in their work.   

 Day Three 
1. Finish drawing if needed and begin adding color with tempera cakes. Color in the spaces, not the 

lines!  
Day Four 

1. Finish adding color using tempera cakes.  
Day Five 

1. Outline with black permanent marker. Use thick and thin markers to draw the symbols and go over 
all pencil lines.  

Day Six 
1. Have students cut their animal out leaving about a half-inch border all the way around the animal. 

Have them choose a color of construction paper to mount the animal on and glue it down.  (I draw a 
line around the animal where they need to cut to keep them from cutting right up to the black 
outline.)  

Display for all to see. These were so popular at my school; several teachers have talked to parents about 
buying the kids pictures!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
The seven motifs are the building blocks of art. When combined, they form an alphabet for drawing used throughout the history of 
art as far back as the earliest carved and painted designs known. These lines are found in nature in the horizon line, the sun, and the 
nautilus shell among other things. The seven lines are derived from straight and curved lines and are found throughout the world 
dating back 5000 plus years.  
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